SWAN VIEW PRIMARY SCHOOL

Message from the Principal
The 2013 school year continued to be interesting, exciting and productive for Swan View Primary School staff,
students and parents. Improved outcomes were achieved through the focus on Literacy and Numeracy and
Behaviour Management whilst not neglecting the other learning areas. Highlights celebrated throughout the school
year included;
 Whole school focus days with community involvement in the Italian Cultural Day and displays for the Swan View
Show.


Celebration of Book Week with the theme ‘Reading Across the Universe’



Participation in the Sing Festival at The University of Western Australia and in the Massed Choir.



Jump Rope For Heart demonstrations and student participation.
Swan View Primary School won the President’s Award in recognition of distinguished contribution to the Heart
Foundation.
Awarding of the prestigious Good Citizen medallions to students voted by their peers to be the most civically
minded.








Continuation of the Drumbeat Program.
Expanding Environmental Studies to include the school garden initiative.
Years 2-7 Edu Dance program and presentation concert.
Year 7 Graduation Dinner and presentation of awards.



Students participating in the sailing of the tall ship Leeuwin.
Fathers Day breakfast in the Community Early Learning Centre



Overwhelming participation in the Indigenous Parent Day by community members.



Christmas concert at the Community Early Learning Centre for all families.



The sleepover of the Pre Primary students.
The choir had two visits to the local Aged Care house and a performance at the local shopping centre.







A general improvement in our NAPLAN results.
Consolidation of our Mathematics teaching, learning and assessment cycle.

PCYC Bike Safety Program
The programs and learning opportunities that are developed to enrich student learning would not be possible without
the dedication and hard work of the staff. The level of pastoral care and understanding exhibited by members of the
learning community is outstanding. They are to be commended for their commitment to the pursuit of continual
improvement in teaching and learning.
This is a great school and I am very proud to be a team player within a culture of professional learning. Thank you to
all our staff members.


Margaret Dove - Principal
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Profile
Swan View Primary is
a Level 5 school with
an enrolment of 428
students
from
Kindergarten to Year
7. Of this enrolment,
72 are Indigenous
students.

Achieving Curriculum Excellence program (ACE).
The Index of Community and Socio-Educational Advantage
(ICSEA) is 91.4. A slight increase over the past few years.
Our students come from a wide range of social circumstances
creating many challenges for the staff. Our parent/carer
community is supportive of the school, and many of them
volunteer time and support to the learning programs.

The school’s priorities are Literacy, Numeracy, Attendance
The school has 17 teaching areas, including an Early and Behaviour Management.
Childhood Unit, Music Room, Art Room, Computer
Laboratory, Library Resource Centre, Science Laboratory, 21 teaching staff and the 11 support staff working in the
Covered Assembly Area, Canteen and Dental Therapy Unit. school were retained from the previous year. Two of the three
leadership team members were engaged in teaching. All
The learning program consists of rich and varied learning teaching staff members are registered with the Teachers
experiences focussing on literacy and numeracy and the Registration Board of WA.
management of appropriate behaviour.
Attendance data has been considered as part of the school
self assessment process and students and families
categorised as being at risk are identified. It is a challenge
for us to alter the trend of 90.9% over the last three years to
what it was in 2010 when it was equivalent to the state
expectation. What is worthy of note is the higher attendance
of the Indigenous cohort as compared to the both like schools
and the state attendance rate.
Graduates from Swan View Primary School enrol in
surrounding high schools. Most students transition to Swan
View Senior High School. In 2013 there was an increase in
the number attending Swan View Senior High school for
specialised programs such as Engineering, Drama, and the

Destination Schools
4118 Swan View Senior High School

Total

No

FTE

Principals

1

1.0

Deputy Principals

2

1.8

Total Administration Staff

3

2.8

Other Teaching Staff

21

18.7

Total Teaching Staff

21

18.7

Clerical / Administrative

4

2.8

Gardening / Maintenance

1

0.5

Instructional

2

1.8

Other Non-Teaching Staff

11

7.9

Total School Support Staff

18

13.0

Total

42

34.5

Administration Staff

Teaching Staff

School Support Staff

30

Primary Attendance Rates
4020 Governor Stirling Snr High Sch

10
Total

4116 Darling Range Sports College

4122 Greenwood College

4058 Kelmscott Senior High School

1354 Mundaring Christian College

1
School

Like
Schools

WA Public
Schools

2011

90.6%

91.1%

92.7%

2012

90.9%

90.8%

92.3%

2013

90.9%

91.1%

92.6%

1

1

1

1

Literacy
Throughout 2013 the focus at staff meetings was the analysis of the NAPLAN data.
Staff members looked at how our school compared to the national average and
acknowledged that we have a challenge ahead of us to meet the national mean. The
graphic below clearly indicates which areas we must target and clearly defines which
areas demand explicit and concentrated teaching. It is clear from the information that
paragraphing was a significant area of concern in Year 5.
The table shows the percentage performance compared directly against the
National Mean

Group
Year 3
52 Students
Year 5
59 Students
Year 7
58 Students

Reading

Writing

Spelling

Grammar

Punctuation

-9.9%

-7.4%

-0.4%

+0.8%

-4.4%

-9.1%

-23.0%

-12.7%

-6.5%

-11.1%

-10.4%

-8.4%

-9.1%

-9.7%

-14.1%

When we examined our results to ‘like schools’ our progress is more defined and
positive. ‘Like schools’ are those schools which have similar socio-economic
communities, engagement in education and similar rates of school attendance. Here
at Swan View we are in a low socio-economic area and we have a relatively high rate
of students moving in and out of the school (28.6%). Parents and carers can be
assured that the group of children who form the stable group, that is children who
have stayed with us from Kindy through to Year 7, continue to achieve at the
expected level. In some cases our students reach and achieve beyond the national
average. When we examine the data there is evidence of improved teacher quality
adding value to the learning process.
The table shows the percentage performance compared directly against the ‘Like
School’ Mean

Group
Year 3
52 Students
Year 5
59 Students
Year 7
58 Students

Reading

Writing

Spelling

Grammar

Punctuation

1.89%

9.39%

10.18%

10.61%

5.76%

2.89%

-8.41%

1.82%

4.66%

1.91%

0.56%

0.96%

3.42%

0.32%

-2.44%

Above National Minimum Standard
At National Minimum Standard

An interschool competition
provided a focus for the
improvement in spelling.
Swan View Primary
school fielded the
champion boy and girl.

Below National Minimum Standard

With a very focused manner, in order to improve student achievement, teachers used
the school improvement planning sessions to improve the quality of teaching and the
quality of literary learning experiences of the children. Swan View formed a
partnership with Edith Cowan University to enable the professional knowledge of
teachers to be extended. In the later half of 2013 we targeted improvement in the
teaching of reading and vocabulary and have established a whole school approach to
moving students along their literacy journeys with increasing success. Each teacher
uses a phonics based program to improve spelling through Years 2 – 7 and have
engaged an increasing number of student centred materials to enhance learning.
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School Performance Data
General Summary of results for NAPLAN 2013
Based on an ICSEA of 91.4 it would be expected that
students at Swan View Primary School would be
performing at a level somewhere between -12% to -6%
below the National Mean.

A greater
emphasis on
sharing ideas.

Areas requiring focus based on comparison to
National Means (Weaknesses)

Year 3
Text Types: Persuasive and Narrative

Reading

Writing

Concepts: location of directly stated detail,
bracket usage, character portrayal, character
motives, inferences from indirectly stated text,
figurative language

&
Punctuation

Text Types: Persuasive

Concepts: use of quotes, interpreting interviewees responses, emotional states, meaning
of words, purpose and audience of statement in
poem, character motives, locating details in
text, idiomatic language, purpose of use of exclamation mark, infer opinions, identifying appropriate media

Year 7
Text Types: All text forms met overall expectation
Concepts: purpose and audience of statement in poem,
character motives, connects information across text, identifies key point, main purpose of persuasive text, identifying
persuasive techniques, identifies the purpose of a word,
character attitude, character motivation, figures of speech,
locating web page link, location of directly stated information, inferring personal qualities, identifying relationship
between characters, comparisons in scientific descriptions,
interpreting use of statistics

Text Structure and Paragraphing (see marking
criteria guide)

Text Structure, Persuasive Devices and Paragraphing (see marking criteria guide)

Sentence Structure,

Homophone with ‘ear’ sound, double letter at
syllable junction, suffix ‘ness’ and ‘ea’ sound

Unaccented word ending ‘et’, words ending in
‘le’, homophone with long vowel sound ‘oo’,
long vowel for ‘o’, inflectional suffix ‘es’, words
with elided ‘a’ – diamond and ‘schwa - e’ in desperate
Adverbs in a complex sentence, use of article
‘an’ and correct use of pronouns

Words ending with ‘le’, double letters at syllable juncture, long vowel for ‘o’, ‘cc’ with two sound representations, medial consonant ‘ph’, ‘schwa - e’ in frightened and ‘schwa - a’ in permanently and suffixes that
change base word
Use of ‘whether’ as a clause condition, constructs
sentences from information provided in a table, identification of correct verb and preposition ‘contributed
to’, possessive adjective as a pronoun

Spelling

Grammar

Year 5

Auxiliary verb ‘is’, pronoun and order ‘My friend
and I’ and superlative adjectives.
Contraction punctuation – (doesn’t)

Boundary punctuation between simple sentences, brackets for explanation, use of contraction
(you’re) and capitals for proper nouns

Paragraphing and Punctuation (see marking criteria
guide)

Use of list commas in a simple sentence, correct use
of possession and contraction apostrophes before the
‘s’
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Numeracy
The staff at Swan View Primary school have had the opportunity to work with a
Numeracy Specialist teacher over a period of time. In order to improve the level of
teacher knowledge in the area of mathematics, the Numeracy Specialist has engaged
in extensive planning for enriched teaching, learning and assessment. It is evident
from classroom observations and collaborative meetings that the capacities and
abilities in mathematics teaching has improved. However, this has not translated into
student achievement as we would expect it to. There must be a more rigorous
approach to the implementation of the curriculum at the classroom level.
To target improvement the following practices have been incorporated into a more
concerted whole school approach throughout 2013.

All year levels have been assigned collaborative planning blocks of time.

Targeted teachers meet once a week with the Numeracy Specialist to plan
specific curriculum based on NAPLAN analysis.

Students in Years 4 to 7 have been placed in similar achievement groups for
number and algebra.

Years 6 - 7 have a numeracy block 5 days per week.

Years 4 – 5 have a numeracy block 5 days per week.

Teachers in Years 4 and 5 and Years 6 and 7 set assessment
tasks at the end of each teaching sequence for the whole cohort.

Each group of teachers meet with the Principal twice each term.

Parents are engaged in the mathematics program through
fortnightly newsletter articles.

Mathematics lessons are centred around the use of manipulative
materials.

Up skilling teachers own mathematics knowledge is crucial to
student improvement and is facilitated by the collaborative
planning sessions.

Maths Mob - A strategy to promote positive attitudes towards
mathematics with approximately 35 children between years 2 to 5
attending each week. A lunch time program run by the Numeracy
Specialist and two Education Assistants. Activities included;
cooking experiences, games and iPads all involving mathematical
concepts.

The table shows the percentage
performance compared directly
against the National Mean

The table shows the percentage
performance compared directly
against the ‘Like Schools’ mean

Group

Numeracy

Group

Numeracy

Year 3
52 Students

-9.1%

Year 3
52 Students

1.58%

Year 5
59 Students

-11.5%

Year 5
59 Students

-11.55%

Year 7
58 Students

-11.7%

Year 7
58 Students

-12.24%

Above National Minimum Standard
At National Minimum Standard
Below National Minimum Standard

When we look at the value added area of the NAPLAN
data we see that there has been an across the board
increase in what the explicit teaching has added to each
child’s numeracy capacity. From Years 3 to 5 all
students gained, and in Years 5 to 7 only two students
out of 32 students in the stable cohort failed to
demonstrate that teaching had value added to their
learning
profile.
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School Performance Data—Numeracy
General Summary of results for NAPLAN 2013
Based on an ICSEA of 914 it would be expected that students at Swan View Primary School would be performing at a level somewhere between -12% to -6% below the
National Mean.
Areas requiring focus based on comparison to National Means (Weaknesses)

Year 3
Strands: Statistics & Probability and
Measurement

Numeracy

Concepts: fractions, money, decimals,
chance, pictographs, area, length,
analogue time, calendars, rotation,
reflection, edges, folds

Year 5
Strands: Number and Statistics &
Probability

Concepts: subtraction, fractions, money,
multiplication by 10, number sentences,
chance, pictographs, calendar, angles, twoway tables, flipping, reflection, symmetry,
edges

Year 7
Strands: Number non-calculator, Algebra
with calculator, measurement with
calculator and Statistics & Probability for
both calc and non-calc
Concepts: subtraction of money, fractions
as percentage, multiplying by 10, money,
decimals to 2 places, word problems,
equations with unknown quantities,
portioning, recognising rules, sequencing in
patterns, proportion, chance, pie graphs,
convert metric units, read irregularly
calibrated scales, use geometric properties
of rectangles to determine area, aphanumeric grids, side view elevation,
tessellations, edges, angles, faces,
directions on a map

Areas of relatively high performance based on comparison to National Means (Strengths)
Strand: Algebra

Numeracy

Concepts: multi-step word problems,
missing numbers in patterns, number
sentences, inverse relationships, alphanumeric grids, rectangles within shapes

Strands: All strands met overall
expectation

Strands: All strands met overall
expectation

Concepts: number lines with calibrations,
multi-step problems, patterns in algebra,
tallying, two way column graphs, pie
graphs, elapsed time, simple scales, nets

Concepts: ratios, applies fraction
knowledge to solve problems, interpret
graphs to calculate percentages, indices,
division by 10 in decimals, area of right
angled triangle, perimeter calculation in
multi step problem, speed time relationship,
use of scale to calculate length, nets,
relationship of side lengths in triangle
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Library
The role of the Library Resource Centre is to be a service
centre for the entire school community. This is done by
having a qualified staff member available to; assist the
community to access quality resources, involve students in
becoming information literate, develop a knowledge and
enjoyment of literature and provide a vibrant environment
where learning is challenging and enjoyable. As a service to
the whole school community, most of the resources
purchased by the school are processed by the Library
Resource Centre.
All classroom teachers inform the Library Resource Teacher
of their learning programs and a resource based program of
learning is designed by the Library Resource Teacher to
support classroom programs. There was a strong emphasis
in implementing the Australian History Curriculum through
programs implemented with classes in the library in 2013.
All children attended the library every week and years 1 to 7
had time to search, borrow, read and participate in a planned
learning experience.
Kindergarten and Pre Primary
borrowed resources each week. Each term, four Library
monitors in years 4-7 were responsible for keeping the
Library Resource Centre in an organised and tidy condition
and were provided with a ‘Thank you morning tea’ as a
reward for their efforts.
The library was opened every lunchtime for children in years
2-7 to relax in a comfortable place where they may play
games, draw, enter competitions, use the computer, catch
up on research or complete work, borrow or read.
March 2 was World
DR SEUSS DAY.
To celebrate this
special day, some
children made a
wonderful display in
the Library. These
students also made
Cat in the Hat peg
holders for a friend

in Year 2 and then hosted a special afternoon in the library
where they could do any of 6 activities on the theme of Dr
Seuss.
Our students were featured in The West Australian
newspaper outlining their hobby of collecting bears and
stamps.
Competitions were run each term, and book prizes were
awarded at school assemblies. Announcements were made
fortnightly in the school newsletter about competitions in the
wider community, community events to support, educative
information for adults, book buying suggestions and news of
Library Resource Centre happenings. As usual, we
participated in National Simultaneous Story time this year.
At exactly 9am (WST) 130 students joined in the reading of
the story ‘The Wrong Book’ by Nick Bland. Over a hundred
thousand children
from all around
Australia joined in
the reading of ‘The
Wrong Book’ at
exactly the same
time.
In keeping with out
school motto of
Thinking of Others
some students
made great bookmarks, with tassels, to give to the children
in B4 to celebrate this event. The older children then read
stories to the younger children and this all took place in the
Library.
‘Book Fortnight’, on the theme ‘Read Across the Universe’,
saw work from every student in the school on display in the
library, and performed for audiences during our special
celebrations. There were activities for every class in the
Library Resource Centre, including a performance by the
Drama students from Swan View Senior High School and an
excursion to Midland Library. In our Library we had 15

learning centres with
varied activities for
the students to do
over a two week
period, a dress-up
parade and the
performance of
‘Reader’s Theatre’
written by Year 3/4
students based on the
book ‘Herman and Rose’, a 2013 award winning book. The
canteen joined in this year with an ‘Out of this World’ weekly
menu to support our celebrations and gave all children in the
parade an apple ring to eat This was a ‘ring’ of Saturn.
A Library Award was presented at each school assembly. A
class receives and displays the award for notable efforts or
results achieved in the library. Students are encouraged to
make books for our Library collection and students do this in
three main ways. They may write a fiction book as some
students did to enter in the ‘Make your own book
competition’ run by Children’s Book Council. Secondly, they
may make a book as a class activity based on a non-fiction
topic, or thirdly we produce books as a whole class activity.
These books are very popular. This year we have
purchased some e-books for our library catalogue to
introduce to the staff and students in 2014. The Library
Resource Centre is an essential resource, support is given to
staff by providing relevant resources to compliment our
learning program in the school and children are encouraged
t o
t a k e
responsibility for
developing as an
independent learner
and becoming a
lover and reader of
stories.
Helen McGinniss
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Science
The teaching of Science at Swan View
Primary School took a big leap forward in
2013. With the introduction of the new
National Curriculum in Science, we began
and developed a whole-school approach to
science education.
Targeted funding has been spent on
resources, and on the Indigenous High
Achievers in Science program. The school
now has a very well appointed science room
that caters for science classes throughout
all year groups.

and explore a wide range of scientific
resources dealing with many science
topics such as magnetism, forces,
electricity, construction, biology and
astronomy.
We also ran a program for our year 7
students in science during 2013 which
aimed at preparing them for high school.
We provided them with learning
experiences which helped to develop a
basic understanding of many of the topics
covered in the areas of Physical and
Chemical science.

The new science program involves a very hands-on approach and uses the Primary
Connections series of books as a basis for most of the in-class learning. These books are Another aspect of our new science program was a ‘Our Science Discoveries’ poster
aligned directly with the new National Curriculum and were developed by scientists at the competition which we ran in term 4. The purpose of this competition was for the students to
show, using pictures, diagrams and written explanations, some of what they had learned
National Science Academy.
throughout the year in science. We had over half the students at the school enter this
Each term we focused on a different strand of science – Physical Science, Chemical Science,
competition and some of the entries were nothing short of remarkable. The winning 3 entries
Earth and Space Science and Biological Science. Each term’s work consisted of a series of
in each age group were displayed over the Christmas holidays at Scitech Discovery centre
lessons which followed on from each other and assisted in developing a good, basic
which was very exciting both for the successful students and the science teachers as it
understanding of the scientific concepts involved with each year group. The progression of
reinforced the fact that the science program is having a real and positive influence on the
lessons each term covered the 5 stages of learning in science which are engage, explore,
learning of our students.
explain, elaborate and evaluate. We are well on track to meet the requirements of the National
Although there are still improvements that can be made to our whole-school science program,
Science Curriculum in 2015.
we have achieved a lot in our first year and
With partnerships being forged with the
with the continued enthusiasm and
Scitech Discovery Centre and the new
development by staff and students, the
Scientists in Schools program, in
science learning area will develop even
association with Fluor Australia, we were
further and provide better learning
able to give students both the
experiences for our students.
encouragement and opportunity to pursue
an interest in science that went beyond
Science Specialist teacher role was
introduced in 2013 and with targeted
‘normal’ classroom learning experiences.
teaching we can expect our student
During the year, our students had 4 visits
achievement to improve over time.
to Scitech which involved most of our older
students. We also set up a lunchtime
Lisa O’Shaughnessy & Graham Peterson
science club where students could come
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LOTE
Our Italian language program
engages all students from years
3 to 7 in a range of activities that
explore the language, culture and
history of Italy. For one hour a
week students are exposed to
new Italian phrases, stories,
music, photos and food.

provided them with many new
learning strategies and study
techniques.

In 2013 our topic was ‘Mangiamo,
Mangiamo!’ which translates as
‘Let’s eat, let’s eat!’ Students
learnt about Italian food and
eating customs. Many classes
A variety of fun games and also sampled Italian foods such
interactive tasks help to teach as ‘provolone’, cheese, olives and
basic Italian vocabulary and pickled vegetables, known as
communication skills. The Italian program aims to improve the students’ skills in viewing, ‘giardiniera’. A favourite, of most students, was the crusty Italian bread dipped in olive oil and
reading, responding, listening and speaking in Italian and students are assessed on these balsamic vinegar.
areas of learning throughout the year
In September we had our very special Italian Day which was based on Italian food. This
Through out 2013 there was a major focus on developing and reinforcing students’ literacy
skills in both English and Italian which is beneficial to students of all ages. Since 60% of the
English vocabulary comes from Latin, knowing Italian can help improve students’ reading,
writing and decoding skills in
English.
We also dedicated time to learning
about the Italian culture and this
was achieved through the use of
cross-curricular activities, such as
artwork and drama. Students were
offered the opportunity to learn a
new language for the purpose of
communicating but it also raised
their cultural awareness and

exciting whole-day event included ‘restaurant relays’ and creating artwork based on
Giuseppe Arcimboldo’s famous fruit and vegetable faces. There was also a wonderful
costume parade, lots of games, pasta-building and an ice-cream van serving authentic
‘gelato’
With Italian food being so popular
in Australia the students seemed
to enjoy this topic as it was
something they could relate to and
discuss with others in class. I am
sure that students will also enjoy
next year’s topic - ’Il Mondo’ which
means ‘The World’.
Signorina Marita Russo
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Environmental
2013 realised ten years of the environmental programs at
Swan View Primary School. A great deal has been achieved
in this decade. Full regeneration of the creek line that runs
through the school and neighbouring properties.
Approximately $28 000 in grants has enabled the program to
grow to achieve sustainability. An extensive recycling
program now recycles anything that resembles a bottle or
container, paper/cardboard, aluminium, batteries, printer
cartridges, mobile phones, plastic bags, food waste, art
projects and our latest concept cigarette butts.
Many learning programs are now offered on internet links
and hard copy for teachers to use in class room activities.
These include Cool Schools Australia, Water Wise, Waste
Wise, Airwatch, Ribbons of Blue and the Organic Growers
Association.
Plans to extend the bush tucker garden have begun and will
ultimately include a yarning circle to encourage Indigenous
perspectives across the curriculum.
All learning blocks within the school now have physical
facilities for growing vegetable produce, which can be used
in nutrition
lessons.
C o o k i n g
facilities were
available for
use in all
areas.
This
year 2013 has
added to the

creation a unique
outdoors learning
area for Swan
View Primary
School.
All learning areas
have access to
vegetable growing
and there is an
emphasis on growing produce to be eaten by students and
to be learnt about in practical hands on lessons. Throughout
the year the students in A6 have assumed responsibility for
many areas of our environmental studies. One of the
targeted teaching areas has been sustainability through the
‘scraps to egg’ cycle.

Manure

Chickens

Vegetable
gardens

Eggs

During 2013 there has been an increase of the integration of
native gardens to inner school grounds to create an
extension of regenerated bushland to the school buildings.
The creation of a corridor of plants from the tanks on the oval
to ‘C’ block will encourage aesthetics and provide a path in
which birds and wild life will feel more protected in their
movement rather than across vulnerable expanses of ovals.
Revegetation of the creek line uses sedges grown from
seeds from natural seed banks on school property. This has
been a major accomplishment.
Up to and including 2013 staff and students have worked
together to establish many outdoor learning spaces.
Along the way we have managed to extend water saving
practices and reduce the amount of waste materials leaving
the school site. Every student is involved in the recycling
program and the community demonstrates its support by
engaging in the initiatives introduced by the school.
Andy Durant

Food Scraps
Food waste
Money to buy
new seedlings,
chicken food,
more chickens

Sell at
Assemblies
Vegetables
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Physical Education
Physical education is treated as a vital part of the school
curriculum here at Swan View Primary School. Not only does
it promote physical fitness and health, but also contributes
towards the social and emotional development of school-aged
children.

performance in the older years, there is still great importance
given to showing a positive attitude, getting involved and
playing fairly.
The level of success enjoyed by our school on the sporting
field has not always been at the level we would hope, some of
our teams, including our interschool netball, basketball, cricket
and AFL teams performed at a high standard and won
interschool competitions during the year.

All classes spend at least 2 hours per week involved in
physical education, with at least one of these being conducted
by a PE specialist. Many classes also participate in morning
fitness when the school day begins. This is a great way to
start the day as the increased level of blood flow to the brain
makes thinking and learning in the classroom a little easier.
In the younger years, the Physical Education program focuses
on developing basic physical skills such as throwing, catching
and striking. These fundamental skills lessons are done along
with lessons teaching students in the early years the rules and
skills involved in playing games such as AFL, soccer, teeball,
cricket and athletics. PE lessons in these early years always
promote participation and a safe environment for every

student to be encouraged to ‘have a go’.

As with most schools, we have a wide variety of ability levels
when it comes to physical education but with very few
exceptions our students show great sportsmanship and a
positive attitude during sporting activities. Their behaviour at
interschool events has been exemplary.

For our older students, the PE program focuses on skill
development in a variety of different sports. During 2013, Graham Peterson
these sports included AFL, cricket, basketball, lacrosse,
teeball, cross-country, volleyball, soccer, netball and athletics.
The purpose of providing such a range of sporting activities is
to help students find a sport they enjoy and to give them the
confidence to get involved in competitions outside of normal
school hours. Our school plays an important role in helping to
recruit junior players for local cricket, AFL, soccer, basketball
and netball clubs.
As well as the normal in-school sporting program, students in
the senior years are given the opportunity to be involved in
inter-school and regional carnivals and competitions in such
sports as athletics, AFL, basketball, soccer, cross country,
volleyball and netball. Although more of a focus is put on
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Music
The Music program in 2013 focused on skill building in Semester 1. These skills were
contextualised in Semester 2, in student centred, group work projects that promoted their
ability to Communicate Arts Ideas through Music.
All year 4 and 5 students continued to attend
choir sessions in semester one, learning a
wide repertoire of songs. In semester two,
thirty five of these students performed as part
of the WA Primary Schools Massed Choir
Festival at UWA. In term 4 this group
performed a program of Christmas songs at
the Centrepoint Shopping Centre in Midland,
the Retirement Village in Midvale, a special
School Choral Assembly and performed at
the Year 7 Graduation and at a special choral school assembly.
Year 6 and 7 students participate in the School of Instrumental Music program learning
classical guitar and flute. The guitarists performed with their teacher at the Music assembly in
Term 4 and the flautists played with the student band at a Governor Stirling Senior High
School presentation.
Mr Schoenmakers, our music specialist, attended Years 1 to 7 classes three days per week.
All students have an opportunity to read
music and to develop a sense of form and
rhythm. As a member of the WA opera
company our Music teacher is particularly
enthusiastic about choral work. His main aim
is to give the students a sense of confidence
in their musical abilities and an appreciation
of the joy music can bring to a wide
audience.
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Students at Educational Risk
Students at Swan View Primary School are given the support 
they need in order to enjoy equity of access to our learning
programs. We do as much as we can to provide the best that
we can and the following list of programs is testimony to that

vision;


Mathematics – Across the years 6 and 7 mathematics

programed aimed at creating smaller groups from low
achievers to mathematics enrichment groups.
Mathematics across the years 4 and 5 aimed at 
creating smaller groups from low achievers to
mathematics enrichment groups.

Environmental Studies – Environmental Coordinator
manages this area part-time. It includes kitchen
gardens, recycling, worm farm and water wise practice.
Support student engagement and participation in the
revegetation of Blackadder Creek.
Education Support known as the Curriculum Assisted
Program (CAPS) - 5 half days per week.
Literacy Support Senior School – Year 6 and 7
students attend support classes 5 one hour sessions
per week conducted by the Deputy Principal.



Year 4 Mathematics extension. More able students 
attend two workshops per week working on fractions
and decimals.

Edu Dance program – All students participate in a hip
hop dance program during Term 2 with a presentation
to parents on the last day.



Lifeskills program – Students from the Curriculum 
Assisted Program attend three afternoon sessions
devoted to cooking, sewing, grooming, gardening and
craft.



Chaplaincy program – Visiting chaplain one day per
week as part of the pastoral care team.

Incursions-Excursions - All students have an
opportunity to take part in excursions; sailing on the tall
ship Leeuwin, visit by Nic Naitanui, SciTech
workshops, Interschool sporting events, Constable
Care incursion, Motorbike safety and other programs
which enhance social and emotional development and
add to life experiences.



Playgroup – held Friday mornings in the old kindy

centre.



Indigenous High Achievers program in the Science

learning area.



Aboriginal Tutorial Assistance Scheme. A small group
of Indigenous students requiring support to re-engage
with school attendance and learning.



Intensive oral language development Kindy to Year 1,
Community Early Learning Centre.
Support from Therapy Focus.
Whole staff attendance at a two day workshop focused
on working within a poverty framework..
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Behaviour Management and Discipline
The current BMIS policy has operated at the school quite In 2013 the following behaviour management strategies have
successfully over a number of years and its success is largely continued to be employed:
based on three factors:
 A whole school Champion Faction Competition with the
 Consistency in its implementation by all staff members both
Champion Faction Picnic being held at the end of each
teaching and non-teaching.
term for the winning faction.
 A focus on the positive aspects of school life and  The good behaviour raffle drawn fortnightly and major prizes

appropriate rewards for students who are doing the
right thing.
 Consistent application of sanctions for children who choose

to do the wrong thing.

drawn at the end of each term.

successful it requires a great deal of motivation and
enthusiasm on the part of the class teacher.
SUSPENSION DATA FOR 2013
Total Number of Suspension Days:

20 days

Total Number of Days Suspended (Male)

20 days

Total Number of Days Suspended (Female)

0 days

 Whole school rewards twice a term for children who have A total number of 9 individual students were suspended in

exhibited good behaviour.
 The continuing development of the Relief Teacher Survival

2013, all of whom were males with no females being
suspended. One boy incurred 7 days, another 4 days and
another student 3 days. The remainder were single day
suspensions for isolated incidents. The boy who had incurred
7 days had a special behaviour management plan in place
which meant that he only attended school until lunchtime and
then went home. His overall attendance was very poor.

Kit which has been updated to give more information to
relief teachers and also requires them to complete a
simple survey at the end of each day to allow the
Deputy Principal to follow up those students who have
been well behaved and reward them appropriately. It
also allows follow up of the children who have chosen Ross Tompkins - Deputy Principal
to do the wrong thing and apply a suitable
consequence.
Documentation of behaviour management incidents continues
to be given a very high priority and communication with
parents for children who have been involved in serious
behavioural issues is likewise of great importance.
Sound record keeping of BM issued ensures that accurate
information is always available should a parent interview be
deemed necessary with regards to an individual child’s
At the commencement of the school year the policy was behaviour.
revisited with all staff to ensure that there was a good
In addition, individual behaviour plans were put in place for a
understanding of the application of the behaviour
group of very difficult boys in one of the middle primary
management practices throughout the school.
classes. The boys who were targeted could earn yippy stamps
Staff have been encouraged to take responsibility for
behaviour management in their own classroom and to be
seen by their students to deal with problems personally as
they arise, but also to seek administrative involvement, should
the need arise, for more serious misdemeanours.

for appropriate behaviour and when a row of 5 stamps had
been earned they were able to pick a prize from the prize box
as well as select another student from the class to receive a
prize. For some of the boys this worked well but for others in
the class it was only successful in the short term. To be really

13

Community Satisfaction
Feed back received anecdotally, and through interviews and
a survey indicates that members of the school community are
generally satisfied with school performance. Parents support
the wearing of the school uniform and the school hat so that
every child is clothed within the dress code guidelines. The
school has a very strong Behaviour Management and
Discipline policy, that is communicated to the parents in
written form and, when appropriate, parents are informed of
concerns and issues related to student behaviour. All staff
members collaborate to apply the policy consistently across
the year levels so that the students have clear expectations of
how the process operates. It is generally recognised that the
school is a safe and secure school and that there are
expectations of high standards of student behaviour. Having
said that though there is a small number of parents who
acknowledge that the covert teasing and in some cases overt
aggressive behaviours remain a concern for all.

There is agreement that the school is well organised, runs
smoothly and encourages a sense of pride and a sense of
self worth. Parents agree that the children enjoy being at
school.

The school is well supported by members of the school
community through the P & C Association, School Council
and through volunteer work around the school.

Visitors to the school remark on the courteousness and good
behaviour of the students and the school has received
telephone calls and letters congratulating students on their
positive attitudes and good behaviour whilst on excursions
and incursions.
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The Swan Extended School Hub
Swan View , Middle Swan, Clayton View primary
schools and Swan View SHS partnered with the
Smith Family and the Fogarty Foundation to create
the Swan Extended Schools Hub. This
collaboration builds on pre-existing relationships.
The schools are all in a low socio-economic area
and have a total enrolment of 1,500 students. The
long-term aims of the hub are to improve the
educational outcomes of children and young
people in the four schools, including to:




improve literacy and numeracy levels;
improve retention rates to Year 12; and
increase young people's options for tertiary
education pathways and employment, by
increasing student, parent and community
engagement with the school.

The Hub partners are cognisant that these
outcomes will take thoughtful and consistent work
over a number of years
to
achieve.
The
partners
are
developing
and
implementing a series
of 5 strategies and
initiatives, which will
have
shorter
term
outcomes.
It
is
anticipated that over
time
these
will
contribute
to
the

identified longer term outcomes.
The Hub officially entered into a formal agreement
with
the
Department
of
Education
for
commencement in May 2012 until December 2013.
The project initially has three key phases:




Consultation and Analysis (May – November
2012)
Planning (November 2012- March 2013)
Implementation (April 2013 – December
2013)

Each of the phases of the project has been
completed. It is hoped that there will be a further
implementation phase which continues to at least
December 2015, given that the high level
outcomes identified for the project will take a while
to achieve.
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